A STORY ABOUT RECYCLING
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g Januar_y I

Hi, Diary:

Guess what that roise was® It was
d_huge DRILL! T was Sucked +Arough

g fong, wide pipe and info He beHy

of a giant boat Hmey call a TANKER
because the inside of the boat is 2
specia//y de.signed to carry liquids—
like a big, ﬂoaﬁng fish tank.




The SHP lsa||6d 'FOr
it 5+opped, I was pumped
Tll be Puf Jrhrough machines H\a
change me o a form that people

|o+5 of Hungs I:ke gasolme, wax, oa| and, PLASTIC.

more than one week and when

nrﬂ'o an O1L REFINERY. Now
+ will clean me and

can use to make

I B
Wonder what's going to happen 5oy, ﬁex_’,
Diary.? WHAT wiILL I BECOME?, ;




January 13
Dear Diary‘:
The oil refinery was amazing!

I+ whirred!
It rumbled!

I+ bubbled!

I went through a lot of changes. I got

so hot that I just about disappeared when
I turned into a light, misty gas! And

just when things cooled down and I felt
heavy again, it got hot and the whole thing
started all over. The changes I went
through were called, POLYMERIZATION.




Before I knew it I had become a pile of pfasﬁc
crumbs! Can you believe it? Plastic! Some of the other
crude oil that I fraveled with was turred info 4 paste,

some info a thick, clear liquid, and. some became a
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powder. But we have one thing in commor-were all

ready to be molded info a new shape.

R R

P.S. Hey, Diaryf Did you
know that pfasﬁc-comés from
%e Greek word plastikos? Tt
& means easy fo mold or shape.




January 7]

Hi, Diar)z-: _

Guess what? 1 was sent Jro_aA MANUFACTURING
PLANT, and they heated me unti all my litHe
crumbs got nice and sqishy- while I was sHill
warm, 8 ‘.}naohine sqpeezed me into a mold
shaped like a bottle. When 1 ~ooled off, 1was
a beauhﬁ], clear p|as+io boH'|<;;. For REAL!




e VS IS TP " M\ﬂ"\«..‘.-"\l.-:-.

I felt so light and §+urdy
as I tumbled into a bin with
lots of ofher botles. As
many as ten million plastic
bottles can be mqae in a
day. That's a lot of bottles

going out fo see gjrhe world

and never comingj backl!










' ,,February,l.?t AR -4

 Today [ arrived a!L_é,QEQQQF)/,,S'JrOKE,, They loaded me into |

 a refrigerator right in the front row where I had a-great | ,.JT
eI b \ll ¥ .

N
»

!

|

view of everyHning around me. The store was filled with

p!aeric containers in all shapes and sizes.
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I wonder where we'll all

9o once we've left /
the store.

+ o« Maybe T'll find out soon!
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February 2

1

Dear Dlary
This week was so grea+ I wish it weren't ove:rI I 90+ Jro see SO

many interesting things like the grocery 5Jrore and- H-\e,parl-: and I

was a great vasel | ]
The flower wilted and was put into a MULCH PILE to become

“fertilizer. Now I'm in a recyolmg bin, but I have lots Q'F company~

a soda bottle, a peanqu' butter jar;-and an- :ce—-c;ream.c,onJra:ner







Februaf')/ 23
Dear Diary:

After T was picked up by

s rec)/cl ing Jr'”uc-k’

I was broug/ﬂL to a
RECYCLING g

where quy sorfed al of
the different botf

es and
confa’iners.




" I landed in 4 mountain of lasti

botles—non | know Whereps -
| of those c_n%er plastic confair:ame
- from the sforehshe/veis ended u;j

. Dd you fmovv. we re all different

kinds of plastics? You can feff
- what kind we g by looking st
4 the numbe- on the re 8

Thiz aflermoor aliok s p'aerio
bottles got squished. Then we

got 51Lacked in big blocks called
BALES and loaded onto trucks.
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Hey there, Diary!

I never thought I could be happier than when I was
p|a5+ic botle, but I am! Can you guess what I am now? 1!

[

Did vou quess, Diary? I'm a SYNTHETIC FLEECE sweatshirt!
You @ Sl s

Can you believe something as soft and warm as SynJrheJrio fleece

“was made from rec,ycled plaéﬁc botHes? I went from crude
ail to plasﬁc crumbs, to-a plasﬁc bottle; to a vase, and 'ﬁna”Y'
to a recycled fleece sweatshirt. I'm being worn by an astronaut

headed to 'spaoe.







NEW WORDS FROM THE PLASTIC BOTTLF_I DIA

BALE: 4 Iarge bundle of the same ifems that are usua”y tied together

CRUDL Olls 4 black liegid Found deep in the earth that can be made info gasoline .T,
plastic & g

DRILL: a machine used +o make holes in things
EXTRUDER: a machine hat Sqpeezes soft materials to create long strands

MANUFACTURING PLANT: 4 factory that takes parts and supplies, like plastic Crumbs
and turns them info other items that can be sold or used Ike p/asﬁc bottles ‘

'MULCH PILE: an area in the garden where fallen Ieaves, grass, and plants can be ga,l-f

to creafe tertilizer

OIL REFINERY: 4 place where cn;ade ail is cleaned and treated to make ofher substs ;;.
like gasoline, wax, and plastic .-,

PLASTIC: an oil-based material that -'can be molded into items like bags, bones and 7Lo

POLYMERIZATION: the changes that Fmappen fo crude oil when i#’s being made info
pfa.STLic ' . :

RECYCLING CENTER: 4 fachory that takes items fike plastic botHes, » newspapers, and
aluminum cans, and furns them into new things that are usable 1

STERILIZE: 4o make someH\ing exf’remefy clean _ 7
IYNTHETIC FLEECE: 4 +ype of cloth made from recYc]ed p(asﬁcs such as water bottles
TANKER: a big sfup with a farge strage area where H\jngs like crude off can be stored "

and carried




