
Prior Learning (What we already know?): 

 To identify the human and physical features of a place 

 To understand the impact of changes to the physical geography 

to accommodate human activity (the cutting down of trees for the 

extension of the A1) 

 To recognise similarities and differences between places 

 To identify how land and buildings are used 

 To identify likes and dislikes about a place 

 To recognise features on a map using aerial perspective 

 To use positional language to give directions and describe 

location 

 To explore problems and suggest solutions 

 To use digital maps to locate places and explore features 

 

 
Geography – Year 4 - Autumn 1 – Life on Land – Why is Biodiversity important? 

New Learning: 

 To explore the impact of human activity on the amazon 

rainforest 

 To explore the impact of deforestation on land 

 Explore the impact of deforestation on the physical 

geography of the land 

 Use 4 figure grid references to locate places 

 To use digital computer mapping to locate countries 

 To explore weather patterns around the world and how 

these have changed over time 

 To understand why people seek to sustain and manage 

their environment 

 Explore factors that influence farming and the impact of 

this on the land 

 Identify the causes and consequences associated with 

floods and drought 

 

 Key Questions: 

Describe the impact human interaction has had upon 

the Amazon rainforest. 

 Describe desertification. 

 Why is climate change significant? 

 Explain the effect of the ice caps melting upon the 

animals that inhabit that part of the world. 

 Find out how we can manage climate change. 

 

Desertification 

Drought 

Deforestation 

Agriculture 

Climate change 

Sustain and manage 

New  Skills: 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, and four-figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 

the wider world 

Can I do this? 

 Can describe the human and physical characteristics of the Amazon Rainforest 

 Can describe the effects of deforestation 

 Can use 4 figure grid references to locate the Amazon Rainforest on a map 

 Can locate the Amazon Rainforest on a digital map 

 Can describe weather patterns in South America compared to another 

country/continent 

 Can describe how weather patterns have changed in the Amazon 

 Can explain the importance of the local area to people’s lives and why they seek to 

maintain it 

 Can explain how farming has affected the Amazon Rainforest 

 Can explain the effects of drought in South America 

 

Key Facts: 

Human activity are actions completed by people e.g., roads and buildings. 

Deforestation – removal of native trees for human gain e.g., fuel or farm 

land. 

Drought – long periods of time without rain in a particular region. 

Rainforest – A close or continuous tree canopy with lots of moisture 

dependent vegetation.  

 

 

 

 

Key Resources: 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/rain-forest/ 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/deforestation/ 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/rain-forest/

